
 1 

MARTINA GRAČANIN YÜKSEK 
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Department of Foreign Language Education                      Office: +90 312-210-7530    
06800 Ankara, Turkey                         Email: mgy@alum.mit.edu 
                                 Web: http://alum.mit.edu/www/mgy 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
EDUCATION 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA 
Ph.D., Linguistics  
Degree Conferred: June 2007 

Dissertation title: About Sharing 

Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY 
M.A., Linguistic Studies (Linguistic Analysis, Logic and Language)  
Degree Conferred: June 2002 

Zagreb University, Zagreb, Croatia 
B.A. English Language and Literature & Italian Language and Literature    
Degree conferred: October 1998 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

2007-2009   Instructor, Middle East Technical University, Dept. of Foreign Language Education. 
2009-2014  Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Middle East Technical University, Dept, of Foreign  

Language Education. 
2014-present Associate Professor of Linguistics, Middle East Technical University, Dept, of  

Foreign Language Education. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

To appear. Conjoined Wh-questions. In Martin Everaert and Henk van Riemsdijk (eds.) The  
Companion to Syntax (second edition). Hoboken: Wiley-Blackwell. 

2017. The interaction of contextual and syntactic information in the processing of Turkish 
anaphors. (with Sol Lago, Duygu Fatma Safak, Orhan Demir, and Bilal Kirkici) 
Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 1397–1425. 

2017. Negation in Croatian. In In Claire Halpert, Hadas Kotek, and Coppe van Urk (eds), A Pesky 
Set: Papers for David Pesetsky, 223-232. Cambridge, MA: MIT Working Papers in 
Linguistics.  

2017. On Variation in Comp & wh Coordination Structures. (with Barbara Citko) In Claire Halpert, 
Hadas Kotek, and Coppe van Urk (eds), A Pesky Set: Papers for David Pesetsky, 
203-212. Cambridge, MA: MIT Working Papers in Linguistics. 

2016. Alternative questions in Turkish. Dilbilim Arastirmalari 2016/1, 39-68. 

2016. Agreement and the structure of relative clauses. (with Boban Arsenijevic) Glossa: A Journal 
of General Linguistics 1(1): 17. 1–16, DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/gjgl.12  

2016. Syntax/Semantics/Pragmatics of Yes/No Questions in Second Language Turkish. (With Bilal 
Kirikici) In Ayse Gurel (ed.) Second Language Acquisition of Turkish, 165-191. 
Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 
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2016. Size Matters: The Syntax of Disjunctive Questions. Linguistic Inquiry 47:2, 283-305.  

2016. Multiple (Coordinated) (Free) Relatives. (with Barbara Citko) Natural Language and 
Linguistic Theory 34: 393-427. 

2015. A note on -mAdAn (önce). Dilbilim Arastirmalari. 2015/I, 25-42. 

2013. Towards a New Typology of Coordinated Wh-Questions. (With Barbara Citko.) Journal of 
Linguistics 49:1, 1-32. 

2013. The Syntax of Relative Clauses in Croatian. The Linguistic Review 30:1, 25-49. 

2013. Linearizing Multidominance Structures. In Theresa Biberauer and Ian Roberts (eds.) 
Challenges to Linearization, 269-294. Berlin-New York: Mouton de Gruyter. 

2012. Clitic Placement and Multidominance. In Myriam Uribe-Etxebarria and Vidal Valmala Elguea 
(eds.) Ways of Structure Building, 93-113. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 

2011. Movement of Bare Objects in Turkish. (with Selçuk İşsever) Dilbilim Araştırmaları 2011/I,  

33-49. 

2010. On a Matching Effect in Headed Relative Clauses. In Wayles, B., Cooper, A., Fisher, A., 
Kesici, E., Predolac, N., and Zec, D. (eds.) Formal Approaches to Slavic Linguistics 
#18: The Cornell Meeting 2009. Ann Arbor: Michigan Slavic Publications, 193-209. 

2008. What and Why Can’t Be Shared. Ms. Under revisions. 

2008. Morphosyntax of Movement Dependencies in Haitian Creole. (With Shoichi Takahashi.) 
Syntax 11:2. 223-250. (A longer version of the NELS paper.) 

2008. Free relatives in Croatian: Arguments for the Comp Account. Linguistic Inquiry 39:2,  

275-294. 

2007. About Sharing. Doctoral dissertation. MIT (Available from MITWPL) 

2006. Double Object Construction in Croatian: Arguments Against Appl. In Compton, 
Goledzinowska and Savchenko (eds.) Formal Approaches to Slavic Linguistics #15: 
The Toronto Meeting 2006. Ann Arbor: Michigan Slavic Publications, 94-112. 

2006. V-N Compounds in Italian: Agreement in Word Formation. In Jean-Pierre Montreuil and 
Chiyo Nishida (eds.) New Perspectives in Romance Linguistics: Vol 1: Morphology, 
Syntax, Semantics and Pragmatics.  Amsterdam: John Benjamins (CILT), 113-126. 

2005. Morphosyntax of Movement Dependencies in Haitian Creole. (With Shoichi Takahashi.) In 
Bateman, Leah and Cherlon Ussery (eds.) Proceedings of the Thirty-Fifth Annual 
Meeting of the North East Linguistic Society. Amherst, Mass.: GLSA Publications. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

2017.  Structural Syncretism and the Binarity Constraint on Merge. (with Barbara Citko) NELS 
48, Reykjavik, Iceland, October, 27-29. 

2017.  Anaphor interpretation in Turkish heritage speakers. (with Sol Lago, Duygu Safak, 
Orhan Demir, Bilal Kirkici & Claudia Felser) Poster presented at ISB 11, University of 
Limerick, Ireland, June 11-15. 

2017.  Contextual and syntactic information jointly affect the processing of Turkish anaphors. 
(with Sol Lago, Duygu Safak, Orhan Demir, Bilal Kirkici & Claudia Felser) Poster 
presented at CUNY, MIT, Cambridge, MA, USA, March 30-April 1. 

http://users.metu.edu.tr/martina/The%20Syntax%20of%20Disjunctive%20Questions_pre-publication_2015.pdf
http://users.metu.edu.tr/martina/NLLT%20submission_revised_Sept_30_final_without%20fields.pdf
http://users.metu.edu.tr/martina/mAdAn%20once.pdf
file:///H:/Web%20page%20mgy/NELS_2017_handout_15.10.2017_final_NF.pdf
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2017.  The Effect of Contextual Bias on Anaphor Resolution in Turkish. (with Sol Lago, Duygu 
Safak, Orhan Demir, Bilal Kirkici & Claudia Felser) ICTL 2017, Cukurova University, 
Adana, February 24-26. 

2017.  On Variation in WH and COMP Coordination Structures. (with Barbara Citko) Poster 
presented at the Workshop in honor of David Pesetsky’s 60th birthday, MIT, 
Cambridge, MA, USA, February 11. 

2016.  Kendisi ve o’nun Öncüllere Gönderimi Üzerine Ruhdilbilimsel Deneyler. 
(Psycholinguistic experiments on referential possibilities of kendisi and o.) (with Orhan 
Demir, Duygu Safak, and Bilal Kirkici) UDK 30, Ankara University, Turkey, May, 13-14. 

2016.  Agreement attraction in Turkish. (with Sol Lago, Duygu Safak, Orhan Demir, Bilal Kirkici 
& Claudia Felser) Poster presented at AMLAP 16, Basque Center on Cognition, Brain, 
and Language, Bilbao, Spain, September, 1-3. 

2016.  If if and wh, then why not that and wh?. (with Barbara Citko) FASL 25, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, NY, May, 13-15. 

2014.  Turkish Alternative Questions. ICTL 17, Université de Rouen, France, September 3-5. 

2014.  Alternative Questions in Turkish. WAFL 10, MIT, Cambridge, USA, May 2-4. 

2013.  Ikinci Dil Olarak Türkçede Soru Tümcelerinin Sözdizimsel, Anlambilimsel ve 
Edimbilimsel Özellikleri Üzerine. (On the Acquisition of Syntax, Semantics, and 
Pragmatics of Yes-No questions in L2 Turkish) (with Bilal Kirkici) UDK 27, Antalya, 
Turkey, May, 2-4. 

2013.  Multiple Coordinated Relative Clauses. (with Barbara Citko) LSA 87, Boston, USA, 
January, 3-6. 

2012.  Wh-Coordination in Free Relatives. (with Barbara Citko) NELS 43, New York, USA, 
October, 19-21. 

2012.  Patterns of Agreement in Serbian/Croatian/Bosnian Relative Clauses. (with Boban 
Arsenijevic) Sinfonija 5, Vienna, Austria, September, 27-29. 

2012.  The Syntax of Dusjunctive Questions. Sinfonija 5, Vienna, Austria, September, 27-29. 

2012.  Interrogative particle mI in Turkish. International Conference on Turkish Linguistics, 
Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey, September, 18-21.  

2010. Movement of Bare objects in Turkish (with Selçuk İşsever). Mediterranean. Syntax 
Meeting 3, Athens, Greece. October 8-10.  

2010. Türkçede Çıplak Nesneler ve Taşıma (with Selçuk İşsever). 24. Ulusal Dılbılım 
Kurultayı. METU, Ankara. May 17-18.  

2010. What can teach teach us about T?. FASL 19. University of Maryland, College Park, 
MD. April 23-25. (Skype presentation) 

2010. Multiple guises of multiple coordinated wh-questions (with Barbara Citko). LSA Annual 
Meeting. Baltimore, Maryland, January 07-10. 

2009. Ways of Wh-coordination (with Barbara Citko). NELS 40, MIT, Cambridge, MA, 
November 13-15. 

2009. Coordinated Questions in Slavic and Beyond (with Barbara Citko). SLG 4 and 
SinFonIJA 2, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, September 24-26. 

2009. On a Matching Effect in Headed Relative Clauses. FASL 18, Cornell University, Ithaca, 
NY, May 15-17. 

2008. Clitic je in Croatian and Multidominance. Ways of Structure Building, Vitoria-Gasteiz, 
Spain, November 13-14. 

file:///H:/Web%20page%20mgy/COMP%20and%20WH_Poster_final.pdf
http://www.metu.edu.tr/~martina/Handout%20of%20the%20LSA%20talk_MGY_BC_FINAL.pdf
http://www.metu.edu.tr/~martina/NELS%202012%20handout_BC_MGY_new.pdf
http://www.metu.edu.tr/~martina/RCs%20and%20Hybrid%20agreement_handout_MGY_BA_finalest.pdf
http://www.metu.edu.tr/~martina/The%20Syntax%20of%20Disjunctive%20Questions_handout.pdf
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2008. What Clitic je in Croatian Tells Us about Multidominance. BCGL 3, Brussels, Belgium, 
May 21-23. 

2008. Linearizing Multidominance Structures. GLOW 31 Workshop on Linearization, 
Newcastle, Great Britain, March 25-29. (First alternate). 

2006. Double Object Construction in Croatian: Argument against Appl0. FASL 15. Toronto, 
Canada, May 12-14.  

2006. Free Relatives in Croatian: Arguments for the COMP Account. LSA Annual Meeting. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, January 05-08.  

2005. Free Relatives in Croatian: Arguments for the COMP Account. FDSL 6. University of 
Potsdam, Potsdam, Germany, November 30-December 1.  

2005. Italian V-N Compounds and Agreement. LSRL 35. University of Texas at Austin, Austin, 
Texas, February 24-27.  

2004. Morphosyntax of Movement Dependencies in Haitian Creole. (with Shoichi Takahashi) 
NELS 35. UConn, Storrs, Connecticut, October 22-24.  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
INVITED TALKS AND LECTURES 

2011.  Properties of Negation in Croatian. Workshop on Functional Categories and Parametric 
Variation, Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey, October, 6-7.  

2011. The Status of the Constraint on Sharing. Multidominance Workshop, UMass, Amherst, 
MA. April 8-9.   

2009. Matching and Resumption. Ankara Linguistic Circle, Ankara University, Ankara, Turkey, 
April 17.  

2008. First Conjunct Agreement in Croatian. Ankara Linguistic Circle, Hacettepe University, 
Ankara, Turkey, May 30.  

2008. Guises of Multidominance. University of Crete, Rethymnon, Greece, April 15.  

2008. Linearizing Multidominance Structures. Department of Cognitive Science Colloquia 
Series, Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey, March 21.  

2007. Coordinated Wh-phrases as Multidominance Structures. Department of Cognitive 
Science Colloquia Series, Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey, November 
5.  

2006. Free Relatives in Croatian: Evidence for the Comp Account. Middle East Technical 
University, Ankara, Turkey, December 18.  

2006. A peculiarity of syntax in Haitian Creole. University of Osijek, Osijek, Croatia, 
December 11.  

2006. Why Syntax Matters. University of Osijek, Osijek, Croatia, December 11.  

2005. Croatian Free Relatives: What you see is what you get. Syracuse University Colloquia 
series, Syracuse, New York, November 11.  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE 

Mar. 2009 – present:  Department of Foreign Language Department, Middle East Technical   
University, Ankara, Turkey. Assistant Professor. 

2007 – Mar. 2009:  Department of Foreign Language Department, Middle East Technical 
University, Ankara, Turkey. Instructor (Ph.D.) 
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2000 (Jan-June):   Algoritam publishing company, Zagreb, Croatia: Executive editor. 
1995-2000:  Linguae school for foreign languages, Rijeka, Croatia: teacher of English 

and Italian. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Associate Professor  
Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey 

Spring 2014: Undergraduate course: FLE 433: Advanced Syntax 
Spring 2014: Undergraduate course: FLE 426: The English Lexicon 
Spring 2014: Graduate course: ELT 513: Linguistics for English Language Teaching 

 
Assistant Professor  
Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey 

Fall 2013: Undergraduate course: FLE 261: Linguistics II 
Fall 2013: Undergraduate course: FLE 333: Introduction to Syntax 

Spring 2013: Undergraduate course: FLE 433: Advanced Syntax 
Spring 2013: Undergraduate course: FLE 426: The English Lexicon 

Fall 2012: Undergraduate course: FLE 261: Linguistics II 
Fall 2012: Undergraduate course: FLE 333: Introduction to Syntax 

Spring 2012: Graduate course: ELT 513: Linguistics for English Language Teaching 
Spring 2012: Undergraduate course: FLE 426: The English Lexicon 
Spring 2012: Undergraduate course: FLE 136: Advanced Reading and Writing II 

Fall 2011: Undergraduate course: FLE 261: Linguistics II 
Fall 2011: Undergraduate course: FLE 311: Advanced Writing and Research Skills 

Spring 2011: Graduate course: ELT 513: Linguistics for English Language Teaching 
Spring 2011: Undergraduate course: FLE 426: The English Lexicon 

Fall 2010: Undergraduate course: FLE 261: Linguistics II 
Fall 2010: Undergraduate course: FLE 333: Introduction to Syntax 

Spring 2010: Undergraduate course: FLE 146: Linguistics I 
Spring 2010: Undergraduate course: FLE 426: The English Lexicon 

Fall 2009: Undergraduate course: FLE 333: Introduction to Syntax 
Fall 2009: Undergraduate course: FLE 311: Advanced Writing and Research Skills  

Spring 2009: Undergraduate course: FLE 146: Linguistics I 
Spring 2009: Undergraduate course: FLE 134: Contextual Grammar II 

Fall 2008: Undergraduate course: FLE 261: Linguistics II 
Fall 2008: Undergraduate course: FLE 333: Introduction to Syntax 

Spring 2008: Undergraduate course: FLE 134: Contextual Grammar II 
Spring 2008: Undergraduate course: FLE 310: Research Skills  

Fall 2007: Undergraduate course: FLE 261: Linguistics II 
Fall 2007: Undergraduate course: FLE 133: Contextual Grammar I 

 
Teaching Assistant 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA 

Fall 2004: Undergraduate course: 24.900 Introduction to Linguistics. Prof. David Pesetsky. 
Fall 2004: Graduate course: 24.951 Introduction to Syntax. Profs. David Pesetsky and Norvin 
Richards. 
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Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY 
Spring 2002: Undergraduate course: LIN 215 Languages of the World. Prof. William Ritchie. 
Fall 2001: Undergraduate course: LIN 201 Nature and Study of Language. Prof. William Ritchie. 
Spring 2001: Undergraduate course: LIN 215 Languages of the World. Prof. Jaklin Kornfilt. 
Fall 2001: Undergraduate course: LIN 201 Nature and Study of Language. Prof. William Ritchie. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
GRANTS AND AWARDS 

2016: Middle East Technical University: Prof. Dr. Mustafa Parlar Eğitim ve Araştırma Vakfı: 
Educator of the year award 

2003-2007:  Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Graduate Fellowship. 
2002-2003:  Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Presidential Fellowship. 
2002:   Syracuse University: Master's Prize for College of Arts and Sciences. 
2002:   Syracuse University: Outstanding TA award for the academic year 2001/2002. 
1994, 1995:  Zagreb University: Award of Zagreb University. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SERVICE 
Departmental Service 

2016-present Advisor to the Chair, Department of Foreign Language Education, METU. 
2012-2013  Advisor to the Chair, Department of Foreign Language Education, METU. 
June, 2011  Graduate Admissions Committee, Department of Foreign Language Education, 

METU. 
June, 2010  Graduate Admissions Committee, Department of Foreign Language Education, 

METU. 
May, 2001  Student member of a promotion Committee at the Department of Languages, 

Literatures and Linguistics, Syracuse University. 
 

Organization of Conferences and Workshops 
2008  Organizer of METU Syntax Workshop. 
2008 (Fall):  Co-organizer of Ankara Linguistic Circle 

 
 

Reviewing 
Reviewer: Linguistic Inquiry, Natural Language and Linguistic Theory, Lingua, The Linguistic Review, 

Acta Linguistica Hungarica, Dilbilim Araştırmaları, Snippets, Linguistic Variation, 
Glossa, Syntax. 

 
Conference Abstract Reviewer: North East Linguistic Society, Generative Linguistics in the Old World 

(GLOW) Colloquium, Formal Approaches to Slavic Linguistics, Penn Linguistic 
Colloquium, SinFonIJA, Islands 2011, ICTL 2012. 

 
 


